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Kelly. —Dear cousin Abby, I have 
Wen very anxious indeed to see you ever 
since 1 heard uf the New Revelation. I 
know that nothing has ever come up yet 
in this Church, (unless it in now) that 
could stumble you. But I think now, 
when your John comes to got two or 
three more wives, you will ft el as keenly 
as any of us ; tor I know that he has al- 
ways hew your idol} and to tee him be- 
stowing his affections upon other*, ius he 
has heretofore so exclusively done upon 

Jm; now, as sure a* your name is Abby— 
ut I won't sAy what you may do, because 
you can always command your feelings ; 
but I really lielieve, that if iny huslwmd 
should provoke tnv in that way, he might 
get a salutation from the candle- stick or 
broom-stick, sooner than I would ever 
kiss him again! Why, really; if 1 must 
ever submit to see my husband promena- 
ding about with ; well, George 

knows better than ever to undertake such 
a thing with me ; but I was going to say, if 
he ever should, I would just like to pick 
one or two women for him that I could 
select; I'll warrant that my George would 
learn to lie content with "his Nelly, ever 
after! Now Abby, if wives don't look 
out for themselves, who will look out for 
them ? I would get the ugliest looking 
women that I could find; I wouldn't 
mut h care if they were black, and if they 
were to throw the fire- poker at him some- 
times. George knows that I love him 
dearly, but really 1—1— don't see how you 
ever can submit to it, Abby I 
Abby.— Well, cousin Kelly, be assured 



that I am very glad to see you, though 
rather sorry to see your mind fluttered 
wiih the New Herniation! It is true, 
that I have never stumbled at any of the 
doctrines of this Church, because tiny all 
seem so pure and so well calculated to 
bless and unite all who will observe them 
in sincerity. Wheiuver anything is re- 
vealed for my faith to rest upon as an 
abiding principle of salvation, I always 
give it a prayerful and dispassionate coD» 
sideration, knowing that God's w.,ys are 

not as ours, and tube wisest ways of men 
are often very foolish compared with 
God's. 

Nelly.— Yes, Abby ; but whit wisdom 
is there in my Uing tied to my George 
with a lot of other women, which can 
Hatter and simper, and make him believe 
anything they please ? And George can 
be flattired into almost anything, and 1 
must bear it ! There *s one thing I should 
like to have hiin know at once, and that 
U» I shall never work as I have done, I 
shall be supported like a lady ; thVn, if he 
has got any surplus to bestow upon other 
wives — but I interrupted yg u in your 
remarks, Abby; but if you had slept 
as little as I have, since I heard of 
this, Abby— well, go on and I will hear 

you. 

Abby. — I was about to say, cousin, that 
1 consider prayerfully whatever Got! re* 
veals, before I make anv harsh or sever*, 
speeches, or grieve that lloly Spirit which 
will always both enlighten and comfort 
those who are meek and lowly, and willing 

to learn of Christ. Now, cousin Kelly. 
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to be plain* I do not know what right yofc 
have even to call George your host) and, 
or that I haw ro call John my husband. 
Wit it the, Lord has rmi bound up >n e iri h 
cannot he bound in heaven* I would not 
like to displease the only authority that 
can leg illy unite me to the man tint I 
dearly love. Before I dare to set up an 
exclusive claim to John, who is to be 
Prince Regent, and heir apparent to seve- 
ral thrones and principalities, I won LI like 
to have my own marriage ratified and 
sealed, lest others should be sealed before 
me, and refuse to admit me into a mat- 
rimonial relationship with them. Now if 

God is appointing His sons on the earth to 

fill thrones mid ee upy many principalities, 
and my husband means to be as worthy to 
fill thrones us others, then i will be con- 
tent to share with him one throne, and 
rejoice at th»* same ti ne to see others share 
with hi n other thrones, while my capacity 
will not allow me to share any more than 
my own. I know also, Nelly, that I ap- 
preciate a kind, intelligent, noble husband, 
th it is ordained and anoiu'cd like unto 

Abraham, to be King' over innumerable 
myriads of the human family, ho highly, 
that I shall nut mrike itivh If a widow or 
servant throughout alleterni y by opposing 
wlu* God Ins clearly revealed hy all IIU 
Prophets, since the world began. Trie 
consequence of my oppoaing' the Patri- 
archal Order of Marriage would be the 
loss of my huabmd f »r all eternity. If 
this matt* r concerned us only for this life, 
it would then be a subject of Home com- 
parative indifference whether we are ad- 
mitted to a family relationship or nut, for 
our life is as a vapour that continueth for 
a little while, ana then vanisheth away. 
Rut dear cousin, the great question isthis — 
will we unite *ith the plurality Order of 
Ancient i*atri>irch% or will we consent 
voluntarily to be doomed to eternal celi- 
bacy ? This is the true division of the 
question. One or the other we must 
ohoose. We cannot be married to our 
husbands for eternity, v% i thou t subscribing 
to the law that admits a plurality of wives. 
I know tba r 3 on, Nelly, love jour George, 
and I love my John, more than gold and 
silver, and all earthly treasures; and to 
lose all conjugal claims upon him or upon 
any other m m whatever, is what I never 
can submit to, while the present light of 
eternity shines upon my mind. The pro- 
mise to me of being the mother of an in- 
numerable posterity of intelligent lives, 



will neither be lessened, impaired, nor de- 
layed, if my husband should take more 
wives. Consequently, it is my desire that 
he should bless other women even as he 
doea me, if his doing so does not diminish 
the sum of my blessings, 

Nelly. — Let me interrupt you a mo- 
ment, cousin Abby, before 1 forget the 
point that I wish to call up. Do you 
mean to say that a female cannot have any 
husband for the next world or for all the 
eternities to come, unless she is agreeable 
to the same law of marriage by which 
Sarah and Rachel were governed? 

Abby. — Yes, cousin, I understand it in 
tlii, light. Th? promise of God. to mul- 
tiply Abraham, was made to all who should 
have the like faith, or to all who should 
have true faith in Jesus Christ, in what- 
ever period of the world they might live. 
And if any who were worthy of the pro- 
mise made to Abraham, did not in this 
life receive wives and children, so that 
their generations can be seen, still the way 
is prepared so thai they can receive a ful- 
ness of the same blessings. The order of 
plurality of wives is an ever listing and 
ceaseless order, designed to exalt the 
choicest men and women to the most 
superlative excellence, dominion, and 
glory. But I perceive the idea that is 
running- in your mind, Nelly. You want 
to know if you cannot enjoy the society of 
your dear George as a husband in t\\% 
eternal wo ld, without allowing other fe- 
males to share him with you? 

Nelly. — Yes, cousin, that is just what 
I want to know ; you have expressed my 

idea better than I could myself, because 
the idea of not having my husband in all 
eternity is drendful ; I know that I eoiild 
never submit to id Never see my hus- 
band again while eternity wastes away 1 
harling George, bless him; I can hardly 
endure his absence for a month! It' 1 
did not love him, 1 should not think so 
much about it. And 1 believe that every 
wife that is not destitute of natural affec- 
tion, and has a kind, good husband, must 
prize the conjugal state above all other 
Hociety : and then our little Kdward and 
Susan nre so fond of their father, that I 
know we could never endure a separation 
lor eternity But *hy cannot I be mar- 
ried to him for eternity, and have hiin 
alone to myself? 

Abby. — 1 have thought very seriously 
of this question, cousin, as well as you; 
and what at first ap(>eared to me as de- 
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Slrahl e to a wife, I must confess now 
seems to wear a different aspect. If 
your George and you should be alone by 
the side of such a king as Abraham or 
Solomon, with all his queens and their nu- 
merous servants and wailing maids in 
courtly livery, would lie not look like a 
mere rushlight In the side of .such suns, 
or rather would he be Keen at all! I 
should almost fear that jour George 
would he taken Tor a servant, and you for 
a waiting maul ; or if they .should, in the 
galaxy and splendour of 144,000 Mich 
suns as Solomon, happen to see you and 
your George with a king's coronet upon 
his head, they might think him short of 
wedding garment*, or that the seltishne>> 
of his wife had stinted his growth to such 
an insignificant, crab- tree size 1 Besides, 
a Queen to him that has bin hundreds of 
wives in eternity, with children as num- 
berless as the star* of heaven, would re- 
ceive intelligence, wealth, honour, children, 
and dominion, in some measure propor- 
tioned to the exaltations of her hudumd 
and king ; while your George, not hav- 
ing much to look after besides you, could 
not demand the simo measure of wealth, 
honour, and dominion, because he could 
use upon you and vour little family 

but a small pittance of what pertains to 
one moving in a wider and far mere 
exalted sphere. Your intelligence, and 
that of your children, could not rise higher 
than the intelligence of your husband. 
Consequently you must see jour self And 
husband, and " your children, continually 
outstripped in intelligence by all others 
around you. Your social circle must 
consequently be very limited at home. 
And your own offspring would not be as 
numerous. The motive which would lead 
you to retain your husband exclusively to 
yourself, would contribute to make you 
Comparatively unfruitful, and also vitiate 
the mental and bodily faculties of your 
offspring, and sow the seeds of death and 
mortality in their systems. I have come 
to the conclusion, Nelly, that the one- wife 
system not only degenerates the human 
family, both physically and intellectually, 
but it is entirely incompatible with phi loso- 
phical notions of immortality ; i* »* h ,urt * 
to temptation, and has always proved a 
curse to a people. Hence I the 
wisdom of God in not tolerating any such 
system among the celestial worthies who 
are to be kings and queens unto God 
for ever* **di 



Nelly, —What *s physically and intellec- 
tually t 

Abby. — Why, their bodies are not so 
well formed for health and long life, nor 
do their minds possess much sense. 

Nelly.— But what temptation is there 
in the one-wife system, more than in the 
other ? 4i 

Abby.— Why, even the beasts leave 
each other alone when there is a prospect 
of increase. When Cod reveals the Pa- 
triarchal system of plurality to any people, 
lie reveals it for their good, and tor the 
blessing of both men and women ; it is 
quite as great a blessing to the latter aa 

to the former. And it they cannot abide 
that order, it shows conclusively that they 
e.mnot abide the purist and greatest 
blessings of eternity. 

Nelly. — Why, Abby, how i* that? for 
I am sure that, if 1 know my heart, I can 
abide anything that is good. I desire to 
have any and every real blessing. But 
if George should get some women that 
arc renllv undermining, anil all honey to 
his face/it would be a queer nu ss ; I must 
be abend some before 1 could see 
such things with patience. 

Abby.- — WtU, one subject at once; and 
if you wouldn't mix up your feelings with 
your questions so much, I might answer 
your mind more distinctly perhaps. You 
*>av that )ou d; sin* any and every blearing. 
Toe new Covenant is revealed in order to 
bless both men and women beyond what 
they otherwise could be blessed. When 
Jacob had many wive*, he loved each of 
them more than he could bate done any 
one of them that he might have had alone 
without the others. And his wives loved 
him and each other in the same ratio) 
and the tide and current of union and 
love among the whole family were stronger 
than t hey otherwise could be* For instance, 
Nelly, you and George, when constituted 
into a Targe family like that of Abraham, 
would enjoy a greater amount of intelli- 
gence, and a greater share of love aUo, 
than you possibly could in that single* 
contracted order which you seem to desire. 
One simple and irresistible reason is, that 
God has determined to bestow His greatest 
blessings upon the liberal order, and only 
Very stinted favours ujmhi the narrow, con- 
tracted order which you seem to desire. 
In the former order your children are all 
the lawful heirs ot thrones and kingdoms, 
ami in your favourite order they are ord| 
the heirs of servile inferiority. 
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Nelly. — Well, I shouldn't like to have 
my little darling Ned heir to anything 
very inferior. I would rather he would 
have a dozen wives than to l>e eternally a 
servant to somebody else. You know 
that Nod is as clever a boy of his age as 
any other, if his mother doc* say it. But 
do you mean to say, Abby (to bring the 
matter right home,) that if I am not mar- 
ried according to God's order and appro- 
hat i< m, before the resurrection, that I shall 
always have to remain single, and also 
be your servant, or the servant of some 
one that is married according to that 
order ? 

Abby. — That is what God has most 
clearly revealed in many Scriptures. If 
God's obedient sons and daughters are to 
be the reigning Kings and Queens over all 
people, and those only are permitted to 
propagate lives eternally who are thu§ 
married and ultimately crowned, then it 
follows, of course, that all others must 
obey their Rulers. And whom they obey, 
His servants they are! 

Nelly. — Well, I believe there may be 
some people who would sooner obey the 
very devil than bow to this order. 

Abby, — Yes, cousin, it may be that very 
many will be so foolish asto travel the broad 
road ; but still, as the devils are all subject 
to God and 1 1 i« obedient «ons,even then ,suc] i 

as serve devils must be the servants of such 
as are crowned Kings and Queens, because 
devils are obliged to obey and tremble. 
Nelly. — You do beat all to prove your 

Eoints ! I wouldn't like to have George 
ear your arguments, for I know that he 
would swallow them down like so much 
honey. But is there not anybody to be 
made Kings and Queens unto God over 
the earth but such as yield to this order? 

Abby.— I have already told you that no 
others will be made Rulers. 

Nelly.— I know that Kings and Queens 
rule over us here on the earth, and some 
of them are very cruel and hard-hearted, 
but I shouldn't think that God would 
allow kings under Him to conduct in 
this way. 

Abby.— No, Nelly; for God has Paid, 
that he that ruleth over men must be just. 
And people will be much better oft* in the 
next world, (even if they are the servants 
of such goo<l rulers as Abraham, whose 
officers wdl l>e peace and executors right- 
eousness,) than they now are in bondage 
to the rich and proud. 

Nell j,— Yds j if persons can't pay up rent 



the very day it is due, they are turned oft! 
with ;ilf their little ones, and their furniture 
sold up to pay. Itdoes nearly break my heart 
to see some families turned into the street 
barefoot, to beg or sing for what people 
may please to give them. And then, so 
many of them are almost obliged to take 
to bail ways. And I shouldn't be very 
sorry to sc*- «»tn<< unfeeling masters have 
to change places with their servants long 
enough to see and feel the difference. 
You know that poor lass, (and a sweeter 
beauty you never saw) whose father 
failed in business, and died, and her heart- 
broken mother went crazy, and the child- 
ren were put out, and she went to service! 
and when the master couldn't prevail upon 
her in any other way, he gave her chloro- 
form, I think they call it, in order to stu- 
pity her, and now she is riding about in 
her silk velvet, wholly lost to all good 
society ? There is no chance for a poop 
girl in these times. I wish all the facto- 
ries were burnt down, but. I ought not to 
say so. How few poor girls can keep a 
good character that go to them. Rut it is 
often the best they can do, after all. When 
I first heard of this New Revelation, I 
thought it was a running plan laid to 
make men and women conduct worse 
among themselves than they now do, if 
possible, and I snatched it out of George's 
hand and threw it into the fire % far I 
have seen so much abomination of this 
kind, that I didn't want my George to 
get in such a way as most married men 

do, I believe there is not another place 
in England as bad as ibis. Tell about n 
hundred thousand common ladies in Lon- 
don ! my scratch ; it is more difficult to tell 
who aint bad here, than it is to tell who 
tjj profligate. Then, to see what nice- 
looking females will drink and swear m>! 
And I don't blame the women near as 
much as 1 do the men. The men f they 
are the scamps, that have made women m 
bad as they are. Then, to hear these 
women sneer at the idea of nursing an in- 
fiwt, calling them brats, saying they had 
rather kill t wo of such troublesome, snar- 
ling things than to raise up one of them. 
It would make your blood chill, Abby, to 
hear their talk I Whether they have gotten 
ao accustomed to murder the young inno- 
cents, or whether the men they associate 
with, teach them these principles, 1 don't 
know. J y 

Abby.— -Why, Nelly, how do you learn 
that there is such proiligacy and murder 
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this christian land? I believe all that 
u say, and even more, and much worse; 
ut how do you find out such thing* ? 
NelTy.— Why you can't walk the str _ 
without finding out enough to make you 
ashamed to be seen abroad. But, Ram- 
sey, that keeps a large shop in Park 
Square, near the Opera, whose best cus- 
tomers are of this sort of folks, tells his 
wife Husan, that is Georges sister you 
know, and she tells me. Now U.unsev, 
hunself, has imbibed some very singular 
principle* about these matters, and he is 
rarely at home with his own family, and 
much of his earnings is thrown away 
upon just such persons as we are speaking 
about. His wife Susan sees it* and she 
don't hesitate to say that she would rather 
Kanisey had a half-dozen of virtuous 
wives, who could be fit for respectable wo- 
men to associate with, and would be 
governed by the pure laws of heaven, 
after the example of Abraham and Jacob's 
wives, than he should do as he iloes, But 
such company as he now keeps, make him 
"Wholly unfit for domestic and social duties. 
And Susan says that she never wants to 
bring up a family that shall he obliged to 
witness thi ir father's example. 



profligacy, gluttony and debauchery, they 
take the lead. And as long as this is the 
ease, evil men and seducers will wax 
worse and worse. But you did not tell 
me what singular principles Ramsey had 
itnhihed, which look so strange. 

Nelly, — Oh, I was just goinjr to teU 
you. Llamsrv believes : h;it marriage ix a 
mere human institution or device of men, 
and consequently that one man has qa 
good a right to administer the ceremony 
of marriage as another has. And he say* 
that a magistrate, while he may have A 
legal right, has no more moraf right to 
marry persons than he ha« ; and a priest 
that is not inspired directly from heaven, 
has no more right to officiate than a ma- 
gistrate. In short he thinks that all per- 
sons should he left to act in these matters 
for themselves, freely, as they would in 
any other bargain or traffic ; and when 



Abhy. — My dear cousin Nelly, I am 
very happy to see that you are so well ap- 
prised of the awful profligacy and sexual 
pollution that exist in this place : although 
the same complaint exists in all other 
places; for the whole earth is defiled. 
I hope you are sufficiently sensible that 
the Lord, by this New "Revelation, is 
determined to save a chosen few, whose 
garments shall not be defiled, and who 
will keep themselves unspotted from the 
world. These few He will make rulers 
over the rest. For righteous rulers will 
make happy and peaceful subject*; but 
when the wicked rule, the people always 
mourn, and vile men walk on every side. 
And vile men are the leading cause that 
produces vile women the world over. 
And I believe it is generally admitted that 
the rulers*, in these times, arc often the fruit- 
ful sourer* of the very worst examples. For 
oppression am i avarice, and extravagant 

(To bf eonclnded in our ntrt.) 



they choose to dissolve partnership, they 
should be free to do so. He nays that the 
magistrate or the parson has no more 
moral right to keep a woman that 
he calls his wife, than he (Ramsev) has 
to keep one that he calls his Dolly. IU 
thinks that if one is prostitution, the other 
is also* And if there is any difference, the 
prostitution of the parson is the wurst, 
because it is the most barefaced and un- 



blushing, being a thing legalized without 



and the parson are wrong, and that neither 
of them ought to take a wife without per^ 
mission from <3od. 

Abhy. — I perceive the ingenuity of 
your brother- in. law, Ivaimey. There is 
much plausibility in his arguments. Put 
the Scriptures tell us that God gives men 
their wives; and (iod takes them away 
from transgressors; and <Sod punishes 
with death the man or woman that vio- 
lates the marriage covenant ; ami those 
who will not conform to (iod's order and 
law of marriage, He will judge. IJamseyV 
doom will he no worse than that of the 
parson. But both are commanded to re- 
pent, or have their part in the lake which 
burnetii with fire and brimstone for 
ever. 



It is not so difficult a task to plant truths as to root out old error* : for thrreis this 
paradox in men, they run after that which is now, hut :m prejudiced in favour of that 
which i-i <>lti. 

With a double vigibmc* should we watch our actions, when we reflect that good 
and bad ones are never childless, and that, in both cases, the offspring goes beyond 
the parent, every good begetting a better, every bad a worst. 



